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Linton CE Infant School: where happiness and achievement go hand in hand  

The staff and governors at Linton C.E. Infant school provide an environment where children and all school members can be happy, healthy and safe and achieve their full social and intellectual potential. 

We do this by:
1. creating a caring, Christian environment, 
1. creating  happy, stimulating and exciting  opportunities for learning, 
1. developing positive relationships based on respect of self and others, 
1. supporting a creative approach to personal development and growth. 

We work in partnership with parents and our community to fully equip children for their future


Introduction 
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of the English Curriculum taught and learnt at Linton Infants School.  It reflects the school’s values and ethos.  The policy has been drawn up after staff consultation and has the full agreement of the governing body. The implementation of the policy is the responsibility of all the teaching staff. 

Rationale 
English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised
English covers the learning of Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing and as a core subject constitutes the some of the key life skills learned by children whilst they are at school.  The teaching of English also aims to inspire and enthuse children to enjoy reading and writing for pleasure.

Pupils read a variety of genres of text to explore facts, opinions, thoughts and actions.  They write to communicate their knowledge, needs, wants and values.  They acquire a broad range of subject knowledge and use and apply it across the curriculum in disciplines such as, science, history and geography.

Pupils learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens who can communicate effectively through the spoken and written word.

Aims and Objectives of the English Curriculum

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:
· read easily, fluently and with good understanding
· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
· appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 
· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a
	range of contexts, purposes and audiences
· use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
(Taken from the New Primary English Curriculum 2014)

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.


EYFS

Communication and language 
Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.


Understanding the World
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.


Literacy
Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest.

Expressive arts and design
Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology


Teaching and Organisation
In English, the skills are taught discreetly through the topics being taught at the time.  Many cross curricular links will be made to tie the learning of English skills to the current topic being taught.

In lessons a variety of approaches will be used to ensure continuity and progression. 
Lessons will include a blend of whole class teaching, group work and individual work. 
Learning activities may consist of 
· Groups, usually of mixed ability or differentiated tasks 
· Teacher produced work sheets to scaffold learning 
· Relevant discussion at class, group and paired level 
· A chance for groups to communicate findings in a variety of ways including the use of ICT 

Within a class there will be a wide range of abilities, from those who are more able to those who have special educational needs. The class teacher will provide differentiated activities for the children through task, outcome and resources and the support given to meet the needs of the individual.



Planning
Planning is carried out on three levels 
· Long term planning of topics covered shown on a curriculum map and mapped out to ensure complete curriculum coverage 
· Termly Medium Term planning using a Learning Challenge question to engage the children
· Short Term weekly planning which will be annotated in response to the children’s progress through the week

Planning is the responsibility of individual teachers and should be used to 
· Set clear objectives 
· Ensure work is matched to pupil’s abilities and interests 
· Ensure progression, continuity and subject coverage throughout the school. 


Assessment and Recording
Assessment procedures are followed which relate to the school’s overall policy for assessment, and to the end of Key Stage Descriptions for National Curriculum English. 

Assessment will take place at three connected levels: short term (formative) after each lesson, medium term (summative) at key points in each term and long term such as end of Y1 Phonics Screening and the KS1 SATs.  These assessments will be used to inform teaching in a continuous cycle of planning, teaching and assessment.  

Short term assessments will be an informal part of every lesson to check pupil understanding and give information, which will help teachers to adjust day to day lesson plans. They will include a range of strategies from AiFL such as:
· No hands up
· Lollipop sticks
· Thumbs up
· RAG rating own work
· Exit tickets
· Checklists of success criteria
As well as observations/feedback by all adults working in the class, Benchmarking reading, marking and discussion with the children.
 
Medium term writing assessments will take during each term after each genre has been studied. HFW and phonics will be assessed and recorded termly for all children and half termly for children needing additional support and monitoring. 
Long term assessments will take place towards the end of the school year to assess and review pupil’s progress and attainment.  These assessments will be drawn from teacher assessment and records and medium term plan assessments.  This will be passed on to the pupil’s next teacher in line with the school’s assessment procedure. 

Recording is used to note an individual’s progress and to provide guidance for future learning and teaching.

The subject will be monitored by the subject co-ordinator as outlined in the ‘Monitoring and Evaluation’ Policy. This includes work scrutinies, planning scrutinies, professional dialogue with teachers, reporting and evaluating resources.  After these events, feedback will be given to both the Senior Leadership Team and the teaching staff.





Resources
General resources are kept in classrooms. Each class is also timetable to use the library and the ICT equipment. A Phonics Working Wall and an English Working Wall should share the current objectives being taught for that week in each class room.



Personalisation, Special Educational Needs and Equal Opportunities
Personalising learning means tailoring learning and teaching to learners needs.  This is achieved by knowing learners well and building on prior learning so that all learners can participate, progress and achieve.

Personalised learning and teaching includes:
· Actively involve learners
· Ensuring  a variety of contexts for learning which are meaningful for learners
· Involving learners in planning and being responsive to their needs and interests
· Experiences where learners benefit from assessment which is integral to and informs on their learning
· Learners contributing to planning next steps

Every child’s response is unique and activities in English are planned which allow pupils to respond according to their abilities, with appropriate differentiation by support, resources and outcome. 

Teachers will provide opportunities for all children to be party to the assessment and targeting of key individual areas of development such as letter formation, phonics, High Frequency Words and grammar. 

[bookmark: GoBack]Children with a Special Educational Need which relates to an aspect of the English Curriculum will access additional support to help them to achieve their personal targets.

In line with the school’s equal opportunities policy, all children will have an entitlement to all aspects of the English curriculum.

Linton Infants cultivates an ethos that recognises and nurtures the unique contributions that can be made by each individual child and member of staff.  Our children are from a variety of religious and cultural backgrounds and are encouraged to develop positive and tolerant views of one another and those outside the school community.

We teach English to all children, whatever their ability. English forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education for all children. We provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties.  Our work takes into account the targets set in the children’s Personal Plan.

We provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of children who have English as an additional language (EAL) through the use of talk partners.  Where appropriate lessons are supported by visual cues and word banks and investigative work is interactive.

We provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of children who are on the Gifted and Talented register through setting challenging tasks.






Review Procedures
The school’s English policy will be reviewed every two years, or alternatively when:


•	A new coordinator is appointed

•	There has been a significant change in staff or pupil intake

•	There have been changes in National Curriculum requirements

•	New information has been made available affecting an aspect of the policy: health and safety, for example 


G/policies/English curriculum	
Page 1 of 6

image1.jpeg




