
Geography Key Stage 1 

 1 2 3 4 5 

Locational 
Knowledge 

I know that the world has 
oceans and that the 
countries are grouped into 
continents. 
 
I can recognise the UK on a 
map of Europe 

I am beginning to be able 
to name and locate the 
world’s seven continents 
and five oceans. 
 
I can name and locate the 
four countries and capital 
cities of the UK and its 
surrounding seas. 

I can name and locate 
most of the world’s seven 
continents and five 
oceans. 
 
I am beginning to identify 
the characteristics of the 
four countries of the UK. 

I can confidently name and 
locate most of the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 
 
I can confidently name, locate 
and identify the characteristics of 
the four countries and capital 
cities of the UK and its 
surrounding seas. 

I can make comparisons of 
countries, continents and 
oceans in relation to one 
another.  

Place 
Knowledge 

I can talk about where I 
live and what it is like 
there.  
 
I know that people live in 
different places.  

I can talk about differences 
between where I live and 
where other people might 
live.  
 
I can identify features of a 
place. 

I can talk about differences 
and similarities about 
where I live and where 
other people might live.  
 
I can identify human and 
physical features of a 
place.  

I can describe similarities and 
differences of a small area of the 
UK and a contrasting non-
European country.  
 
I can identify human and physical 
features of a small area of the UK 
and a contrasting non-European 
country. 

I can begin to explain the 
reasons why there are 
similarities and differences 
between places.   

Human and 
Physical 
Geography 

I can talk about weather 
where I live and other 
places I have been.  
 
 
I can describe places using 
everyday language.  

I can talk about weather 
where I live at different 
times of the year.  
 
I know that there are hot 
and cold places around the 
world.  
 
I can describe places using 
simple geographical 
language.  

I can identify seasonal 
weather patterns in the 
UK.  
 
I know that there are hot 
and cold places around the 
world and begin to locate 
them on a map. 
 
I can begin to use 
geographical vocabulary in 
my descriptions. 

I can identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the UK.  
 
I can locate hot and cold regions 
of the world in relation to the 
equator and north and south 
poles.  
 
I can use geographical vocabulary 
in my descriptions.  

I can identify patterns of 
climate in the UK in 
relation to physical 
geography.  
 
I can explain why different 
regions of the world are 
hot and cold.  
 
I can use a range of 
geographical vocabulary in 
my descriptions. 



Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork  

I know what a map is and 
what it is for.  
 
I can describe position and 
direction using everyday 
language.  
 
I understand that aerial 
photographs are pictures 
of the ground from above. 
 
I can draw a simple map.   

I can identify features on a 
map.  
 
I can find where I live on a 
map.  
 
I am beginning to become 
aware of compass 
directions.   
 
I am beginning to use 
aerial photographs to 
identify landmarks and 
features of places. 
 
I can draw a simple map 
and begin to include basic 
symbols.  

I can identify some places 
on a map.  
 
I can describe position and 
direction using 
geographical vocabulary.  
 
I can aerial photographs to 
identify landmarks and 
features of places. 
 
I can draw a map of a 
place I know and begin to 
include basic symbols with 
a key. 

I can use a map to identify the UK 
and its countries, continents and 
oceans that I know.   
 
I follow simple compass 
directions and directional 
language. 
 
I can confidently use aerial 
photographs to identify 
landmarks and features of places.  
 
I can draw a more accurate map 
and use basic symbols in a key.  

I can independently use a 
map to find out 
information.  
 
I can use simple compass 
directions and directional 
language.  
 
I can draw an accurate map 
with a key using a range of 
symbols to identify 
features of a place.  

 

 


